





Peter Chipman

The Gift of 2 Lifetime

very day in British

Columbia, people’s lives

are enriched by the work
of not-for-profit and charitable
organizations.

Meals for isolated seniors or
equipment and services for “special
needs children” are just some of
the ways not-for-profit organizations
improve our lives.

Financial assistance is essential
to this work. A vast majority of British
Columbia residents generously give
their money and time. But many
people are unaware that by making
a gift in their Will, they can continue
to support their favourite cause, far
beyond their lifetime.

Your charitable gifts may trigger
tax benefits to your estate—now or in

future, or both. That is because there
may be substantial income tax to pay
on your final income tax return that only
a charitable bequest will help offset.

Your donation can be large or
small, depending on your means
and motivation. It can be money,
insurance, property, shares, or other
assets, but one thing is vital: It needs
to be in your Will.

Many Canadians have still not
prepared a Will so if that includes
you, perhaps now is the time to do it.

Longtime member and volunteer
of Variety — The Children’s Charity is
Canada’s Big Band Leader and King
of Swing Dal Richards. He is also
Variety's Ambassador to BC’s children
who have special needs.

“What a wonderful idea!” says
Dal, “to LEAVE A LEGACY™ to
Variety's children of the future. | have
made several charitable bequests
in my Will and am happy to tell you
about it.

“Why did | do this? | believe in
the work that Variety does for children
in BC. | have been supporting Variety

for almost 40 years with my Big

Band music at events for kids and
appearing on the Variety “Show of
Hearts” Telethon every year. After all,
Variety is the ‘heart’ of show business.

The Timeless Dal Richards

“Because of the bequest in
my Will to Variety, | will be able to
continue to support BC’s children who
have special needs, long after | am in
Big Band Heaven.”

Whether you make a charitable
gift today or through your Will or both,
you can be comfortable that your
generous gift is being used wisely
by the organization you intend. It’s
your legacy. We call it your Gift of a
Lifetime. A

Peter Chipman, BBA, CFRE, is Director
of Planned Giving/Major Gifts for Variety
- The Children’s Charity of BC.

Voice: 604 268-3887
Fax: 604 320-0535
www.variety.bc.ca/legacy
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TECHNOLOGY I

Akash Sablok

Memory 24 Storage

hile | was driving

to the office this

morning, | thought of
the perfect opening paragraph
to this article.

Once | got into the office, the
phone was ringing, there were already
four voicemails to answer, and my
secretary had a stack of documents
for me to sign. Now | was racking my
brain, thinking what was that opening
paragraph | had thought of just 10
minutes earlier?!

So my memory is not what it used
to be. With so many things going on in
our lives, we multitask more than our
computers. And like our computers,
if we don’t manage our thoughts (or
files) stored in our memory, they're
bound to get mixed up.

| heard meditation is good for
the human mind, but what about
computers?

Your computer is your personal
and business lifeline. Try sitting at
your desk for just an hour with the
computer off and see if you're not
tempted to power it up.

If the memory goes on your
computer, you won't have the option of
powering it up; everything will be lost.
Power failure can cause memory loss,
too, but I'll cover uninterruptible power
supplies (UPS) in a future article.

Your computer has several types
of memory. RAM or random access
memory is what the computer itself
uses to run the whole show. The
latest type of RAM—DDR2—is very
sophisticated compared to what was
available even a year ago.

...unless of course your
last name is Bond, first

initial “),” and you receive
your hardware from
someone known as “Q,”...

There is @ memory module in
the video card in your computer. The
video card is what helps the computer
display the images on your monitor.
The more memory on this card, the
better and faster the image on your
screen.

The most commonly known
computer memory type is the hard
drive. While 80 GB (gigabytes)—about
8000 MB (megabytes)—was standard
again about a year ago, the minimum
these days is 250 GB. The bonus
is that these larger drives are the
same or a lower price than last year’s
smaller ones. More drive, less money
.. . must be the new math.

External Drives

While most hard drives are built into
your computer, external drives are
becoming popular. New USB port
(and FireWire port) drives such as

LaCie’'s SAFE Mobile Hard Drive with
Encryption, iomega’s Minimax, and
Maxtor’s OneTouch give you instant
backup of your main hard drive,
without the complicated setup.

The Minimax cannot be beaten
as an add-on for your Apple Mac
mini. It sports 3 FireWire ports and a
3-port USB integrated hub. To keep
things on the cool side, an interactive

- cooling
i ) system
- with a
S " thermal
= probe

automatically
regulates fan
speed. The Minimax comes in 160 GB
and 250 GB capacities.

The LaCie drive has fingerprint
scanning protection, so only you can
access the drive. Up to five users can
be registered with customized access
privileges such as read/write or read-
only, unless of course your last name
is Bond, first initial “J,” and you
receive your hardware from someone
known as “Q,” you can pretty much
access anything you want.

The drives will connect to a
Windows XP machine (and the
upcoming Windows Vista), a Mac OSX
machine, and some Windows 98SE
machines with downloaded drivers.

These new external drives can be
used as a main drive, a backup drive,
or your multimedia drive. In one setup,
| have the external drive as my media
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monster; all my mp3s, video clips,
pictures, and backup files are stored
on it. Forget the 6-disc CD changer,
this device can hold more than 10,000
songs. Having a party at home?

Press play for some dance music and
guaranteed every time, your guests will
tire before the music runs out.

USB Keys

If you want to move files from one
computer to another that were not
connected through a network, you
could email them as attachments,

but that is a very slow method. Floppy
disks were the old method, but good
luck trying to find a new computer
with a floppy drive (you can't).

The easiest method is a USB key
or a USB flash-drive. These tiny little
devices let you store and transfer files
quickly and easily through the USB
port. Windows XP and Mac OSX will
recognize the drive, without having
to install any special software. The

drive will appear on “My
Computer” in XP and on
- your desktop in OSX.

The sizes of
the drives range

from 256 MB

to 8 GB, more

than enough for
even the largest
files. For
comparison,
a standard

recordable CD will hold 650

MB and a recordable single-sided DVD
will hold 4.7 GB. The main benefit of
using a USB flash drive is that it can
be written on and erased thousands of
times with no loss in quality.

There are several types of USB
flash drives on the market. The
SanDisk Cruzer gives up to 1 GB
storage and has a fingerprint scanner
built right in, perfect for storing your
EFS digital key. The security feature
is limited to the Windows operating

system, though. The SanDisk Cruzer
Profile comes with a 5-year warranty
and a toll-free 24/7 tech-support line

Other versions are simple,
straightforward flash drives, but
offer helpful features. The SanDisk
MicroUSB has a retractable USB
connector, protecting it when it's not
in use. The SanDisk Cruzer Titanium
is encased in a rugged covering,
protecting it from the inevitable fall
or when it gets tossed around in your
pant pocket.

The Micro Drive from
iomega is so tiny, it fits

onto your keychain,
meaning you can carry it
with you all the time.

The Micro Drive from iomega is
so tiny, it fits onto your keychain,
meaning you can carry it with you all
the time.

The Store 'n’ Go USB drive from
Verbatim looks really cool and now
comes in an 8 GB capacity version,
the largest on the market.

My recommendation is utilizing
some form of a backup device. Your
data is an important asset in your
office. The loss of it will cost you more
than time and money to replace; it
can cost you lost business. And like
your body, keep your computer in
good health with regular cleaning and
updates.

Multi-Use Memory Devices

Okay, so Palm’s TIX PDA (personal
digital assistant) is not really meant
to be a storage device but, with the
included software, it can easily be
used as one.

The TIX and the latest Palm
Treo phone/pda—the 700—give you
access to their memory expansion slot
through a regular USB connection. If
you're confused here, let me explain.
The TIX will accept a standard SD
card to expand the memory, limited
only to the size of the card (4 GB are
the largest on the market today).

Through the included USB
connection, the Palm device can
copy files from your computer to
your Palm onto the SD card. You
can use the download capability to
back-up files, copy photos to the
TX for viewing on the device, or
even download mp3s to the pda for
listening. The TIX has a standard 3.5
mm headphone
jack so it can do
double duty as your
mp3 player.

And as | said,
the TIX is a multi-
use device. It's
your daily planner,
contact list, note-
taker, email unit,
and a portable gaming machine.

Emails can be sent and received
using the built-in wi-fi. You do
need to be near a wireless network
connection—most coffee shops,
airports, and offices now have one—to
log on, but doing so is easy and free
at most locations.

The gaming part is my favourite.
| must admit I'm addicted to
Bejewelled. You have been warned:
Getting any work done with this game
around is hard to do.

Part of one of the largest user-bases
in the world, the Palm TIX gives you
access to thousands and thousands of
Palm applications out there, loads of
them available as freeware.

Combined with its storage
capabilities and widespread uses, the
TIX is a great office assistant. It will
remind you of what you need to get
done during the day and will beep for
appointments. Now all you have to do
is remember to take it with you when
you leave the house in the morning! A

Akash Sablok practises as a Notary
Public in Vancouver with his father
Tarlok. He writes regular technology
and automotive columns for several
publications across Canada and appears
as a guest technology reviewer for
CityTV's Breakfast Television.

Voice: 604 325-9200
asablok@notaries.bc.ca
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TECHNOLOGY II

Timothy Perrin

Post-Christmas Wish List:
High-Tech Toys

for Big Girls and Boys

ou've taken down the
tree and put away the
decorations.

You managed to put tab-A in
slot-B successfully on each and every
gift that came with “some assembly
required.” You maybe even climbed
up a rickety ladder and removed the
Christmas lights from around the
house (though, if you're like me, that
will wait for Spring Break).

Yet somehow, there’s still a gaping
hole in your gut, a sense of unfulfilled
longing.

What's that? You didn’t get what
you really wanted for Christmas?

The old man disappointed you,
did he? He slipped up. He looked at
his naughty list and thought he saw
your name, so he went and gave your
50" flat-screen TV to that pain-in-the-
kiester Harry Ross down the block.

Well, the heck with Santa! One
of the great things about being a
grownup is MasterCard. And Future
Shop is open until 10:00 every night
but Sunday, 24/7, online! It’s time to
buy yourself a present!

Here are Tim's picks for the best
high-tech toys of 2007 (AKA Tim’s list
of the goodies he wishes he’'d gotten
for Christmas).

What's that? You didn't get

what you really wanted
for Christmas?

Skype Wi-Fi Phones

If you're a regular reader of my
column, you know I'm a big fan of
VolP—uvoiceover IP technology. When
Terre and | returned from Europe last
Spring, we ditched Telus for a cell
phone and Skype, a VolP carrier. Now,
| do all my long distance for next to
nothing over the Internet.

The only disadvantage with
the arrangement is that we have
to have a computer turned on p.
for Skype to work because
it's software. You plug a
headset into your computer
and use the numeric keypad on
the keyboard to dial. If you miss the
feel of a telephone, there are USB
telephones and adaptors that let you
use your existing telephones.

But the neatest Skype phones now
are from Netgear and Belkin, folks you
normally associate with network
routers. Netgear’s Skype Wi-Fi
Phone was first to market but
Belkin's seems to offer identical
features. From the looks, | expect
they’re both manufactured in
the same factory in Taiwan and

simply marketed under different brand
names.

Neither needs a computer or any
kind of plug at all. They've got their
own network wireless connections
and the Skype software is built right
into it. All they need is a wireless
connection and you can call anywhere
in the world. A wireless “hotspot” at
Starbucks will work just as well as
your home or office wireless network.

Prices at the time of my deadline
were US$225 from http://www.
Netgear.com and US$180 from
http://www.Belkin.com, but some

savvy Web shopping will get you
much better prices; | expect
that competition will have pulled
prices down by the time you read
this. Already, Toshiba.com (but not
Toshiba.ca) is offering the Netgear
model for US$199 and I've found
it on eBay for as little as US$170.
Belkin’s are just hitting the market so
by the time you read this, | wouldn’t
be surprised to see them selling in the
$130 to $140 range.

By the way, if you want much
the same for free, download the
free Skype software
for your wireless-
equipped Pocket
PC. Like most things
Skype, it works . . .
and it's free! It's what
| use.
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FON

If you want to do your part in the
quest to unwire the world, here’s a
way you can help.

FON is a Spanish company that
wants to see the world covered in
free wireless Internet access, and
what better way to do it than to have
everybody sharing their home or
business wireless Internet connection.

This is different than the way too
many people are unwittingly sharing
their wireless connection. About
two thirds of all wireless networks
are unencrypted and unprotected,
just asking for trouble. Of the ones
that are encrypted, most use WEP
encryption, which is easily cracked
using software that can be easily
downloaded from the Internet.

Make sure your wireless network
is protected with WPA encryption
and restricted to allow only specific
computers to log on by recognizing
them by their unique MAC addresses.

The FON system works differently,
however. For US$29.95, FON sells
you a wireless router that has 2
channels, 1 encrypted and restricted
for your personal use, and 1 public,
for the use of other FON members.
When you join FON, you agree to
share your Internet access, and in
return you can use the Internet access
of others around the world when
you're travelling.

If you're going to Europe, in
particular, a FON membership is
;. very useful as the

g system is quite
- widespread on
F the continent.

Even non-FON members can access
the network for a very reasonable $1
to $2 a day. In fact, that’s how the
company generates its revenue.

For now, the modems are not
available in Canada; you have to get
a friend in the US to pick one up for
you. But the FON directory system will
gladly take your registration and put
you on their map.

One last thing. Check the terms
of the service agreement with your
Internet service provider to ensure
that sharing your Internet access is
allowed.

US$30 at http://en.fon.com/

Eye Theatre

Ever wanted a truly immersive movie
experience, a sense that you are right
inside the action? Then you need the
Eye Theater, a wearable movie screen
with integrated stereo sound. You put
it on like glasses but it’s like you're
looking at a large theatre screen. You
can use it with just about anything
that produces video, from a video iPod
to your DVD or gaming computer.

US$230 from http://www.voipvoice.com

Oakley O ROKR Sunglasses

Do you watch the Dog? Sure you

do! Come on, own up. Half an hour
with Dog the Bounty Hunter and his
gang on A&E is one of life's guilty
pleasures.

You may have noticed that the
Dog, AKA Duane Chapman, proprietor
of Da Kine Bail Bonds in Honolulu,
is rarely without his shades. And if
you look closely, you'll see that a pair
of earphones is dangling from those
innocent-looking albeit oh-so-stylish
sunglasses.

Now, you can be as cool as the
Dog with your own high-tech sunnies.
Motorola has teamed up with Oakley
to produce a pair of glasses that use
Bluetooth technology to connect with
your iPod, your cell phone, your
computer, or your GPS navigation
system.

Listening to Vivaldi when a phone
call comes in? No problem. Just push
the button on the left arm of the

glasses to answer. A tiny hole on the
right arm hides a microphone. When
you're done with your latest deal,

it's back to the Four Seasons—and
carving S-turns at Big White—with no
one the wiser.

Well, they may have heard that
snow boarder who went roaring by
screaming “Cowabunga!” but you’ll be
able to explain that, I'm sure.

US$250 from http://oakley.com

Leadfoot Limiter

And finally, something to save you
from yourself. Siemens VDO is
working on a system that scans the
road ahead for road signs. When it
sees a speed limit sign, it informs you
of the new limit. If you've got cruise
control engaged, it automatically
slows you down.

The system can work on
restrictions that are only in effect
at certain times of the day. It even
knows whether you are on a local road
or a highway by tying into your GPS
navigation system.

It's part of an overall driving
assistance package that Siemens
hopes to start putting in 2009 model
year cars. The whole package includes
a lane recognition system to keep
you from drifting over the line, night
vision, and parking sonar to tell you
exactly how far you have to go until
you bump the car behind you.

The bad news is that the system
is too complex to be retrofitted into
older cars. You'll have to buy a new
vehicle, undoubtedly high-end, to get
this puppy.

But that’s what Santa is for, isn't
it?

| just can’t help wondering

how he’s going to get my Mercedes
E series down the chimney. A

Tim Perrin has been writing this
column since 1993. For the first 5 years,
he was a lawyer in Vancouver and the
BC Interior, then left the profession

in 1998 to write and teach. Now he's
returned to law with the firm of Bassett
& Co. in Westbank, BC.

tperrin@OkanaganLaw.com
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Glory Ewen, her husband Chris, and
Chris Dupuis (right), Immediate Past
President of The Society

Ride for Cancer

BC Notary Glory Ewen is active in
causes that raise money to help
eradicate cancer. She lost her
husband Chris and their friend John
Roberts to the disease in 2005.

Chris Ewen fought a hard battle with
throat cancer. Almost everyone has
lost someone to cancer or knows
someone who is battling cancer. Both
Glory’s mom and a brother are cancer
survivors. This year, Glory did the
Terry Fox Hometown 25 K Walk/Run
for Cancer and the Memorial Ride

for Cancer, which reached its goal of
$10,000. It is never too late to donate
to help fight this terrible disease.

i i
General Roy Cammack and his fiancée
Dawn Byhre, way down south in Seaside,
Oregon, in the Fall of ‘06

Richmond News Publisher Randall Taylor
presents Best Notary 2006 award to
Nancy Schick Skinner.

Vernon Hargreaves
October 30, 1916 — October 29, 2006

Vernon Hargreaves, our former
member and a great Notary,
passed away one day before his
90th birthday.

He will live on in the hearts
of his loving family, including
daughter Betsy Gibbons, her
husband John Verenini, their
sons David and Paul, and new
grandchild Max.

Born in Vancouver, Vernon
served in WW |I. He became

a BC Notary in 1959, joining
his father's Notary practice and
serving the public for 30 years.

“Vern was a great mentor to
the many students he taught
during our notarial training.
Always ready to provide any
member with advice, he was

a great source of assistance
and knowledge. Vern ably
served The Society as President

and was also one of our few
Honorary Members.”
Wayne Braid

For the eighth year in a row,

Nancy Schick Skinner has won the
Richmond News Readers’ Choice
award for “Best Notary.” She has

won each year since the category of

Notary was added to the contest.
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