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The Notary Profession 
in Belgium Hilde Deprez 

When I arrived in Vancouver, I was already a qualified

lawyer with a law degree from Belgium. 

The differences between civil law in Belgium and the

common law system in BC are clear. Procedure, forms, and

formalities are based on a very different approach, yet the

rationale and interest that the governing bodies of the

respective Notary societies wish to protect are similar. 

To become a Notary in Belgium, a law degree is

required. Having graduated with a Master of Laws degree,

the student can choose to specialize in one of the many

fields of law. The two-year Notary program is one of many

additional study options.

After completing the studies, the student has a degree

but no guarantee he or she will be able to become a Notary

or even open a practice. The number of Notary Seals is

limited and given the long-standing tradition of this

profession, all Seals are taken. 

Basically, for a Seal to become available, you must wait

until a Notary retires or passes away. Then it is not just a

matter of taking over or buying an existing practice. A strict

process is in place whereby candidates can apply for the Seal. 

The appointment is also for life. Until a few years ago,

the position of Notary was hereditary, which meant that for

decades—sometimes a century—a Seal was in the hands of

one family, passed down from father to son.

Many changes have been made to the “appointment”

process, making the “studies” (as practices are called there)

more accessible to all candidates.

The Notary can be regarded as a lawyer who specializes

in real estate transactions, Wills and estates, and

incorporations. To adjust to the needs of today’s high-tech

and environmentally aware society, the law is evolving

quickly; Belgian Notaries are incorporating some new fields

of law into their practice.

It may surprise many of you that Notaries in Belgium

have a monopoly in their field of law. Real estate transactions,

Wills and estates, and incorporations must be handled by a

Notary. Therefore, Notaries and lawyers are not competing

with each other; their businesses complement each other.

Another major difference is that Notary fees are

determined by the government. The fee is a certain

percentage of the mortgage amount or purchase price, i.e.,

the value of the transaction. Because the fee is the same

throughout the country, competition among legal

professionals is service- and reputation-related. 

Apart from the fees, the Notary receives payment for

the costs related to the document itself.

CTC Computer Training Centres
820 - 1075 West Georgia Street,

Vancouver, B.C. V6E 3C9

Increased Productivity = Increased Profit

Training Available:
Microsoft Office 97, 2000, 2002, 2003

Corel Office Suite Training
Lotus Application Training

Graphics, Web Design,
Digital Animation Training

Advanced Technical Training:
A+, Microsoft, Cisco, Red Hat, BEA, CEH, Oracle,
SQL, VB, UNIX, Linux, WebSphere, .Net, C#, C++,

C, Java, ISA, Exchange, Korn Shell, AIX, AS/400, ASP 

Self Improvement Soft Skill Training
Certification Programs

Ethical Hacking, Internet Webmaster & Site Design, Project
Management, Computer Forensics & Countermeasures

Services Available:
Database Development and Implementation

IT Infrastructure Support and Implementation
Internet Consulting and Troubleshooting

Document Management Services
Search Engine Submission & Listing Services

Project Management Development and
Implementation

All Taught by Accredited Instructors

Regularly Scheduled Classes & Dedicated Classes 
Customized Classes:

at our centre or brought to your door.

On Sites & Room Rentals also available!

CALL US TODAY: 604-685-1205

www.ctcvancouver.com 
vancouver@ctcvancouver.com
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