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Susan now holds a Saanich Seal, designated
as a Roving Seal. “This allows me to cover
for Notaries throughout the province who
want to take vacations. Some sole
practitioners are faced with closing their
doors for the time they want to be away. I
move in and take over during their absence.”
She still covers for the Sidney Notaries when
they are away and is thus able to remain a
part of that practice in a small way. 

Susan says the most satisfying aspect
of being a Notary in a little community
like Sidney is getting to know so many
terrific people and maintaining long-term
relationships with them. “My daughter
used to love to walk around town with me
when she was small because, in her eyes, I
was famous!”

Her children have grown and the friends
they grew up with are now getting married,
starting families, and buying houses. “It’s just
terrific being able to help them when they
need a Notary,” she says. 

Out of interest in the subject of land
and to develop a better understanding of
the real estate world as a whole, Susan took
the four-year UBC Urban Land Economics
Diploma Program by distance learning.
She completed the course in 2002, placing
second overall and first in the assessment
option of the program.

In addition to serving on The Society’s
Board of Directors and chairing the
Education Committee, she is involved in
community service. She is Director of World
Services for the Sidney Rotary Club and its
President-Elect for the 2004 – 2005 year.

Until late Spring 2004, Susan served
on the Board of Directors for Peninsula
Community Services, a non-profit
organization providing services and programs
for seniors, teenagers, families, young
mothers, and babies in need on the Peninsula,
the Gulf Islands, and parts of Saanich. 

Paradise Found!
Population: 11,116
http://www.sidneybc.com 

Sidney by-the-Sea and North Saanich make up the North Saanich
Peninsula. Near Victoria on Vancouver Island, they are minutes

from the Victoria International Airport and BC Ferries. 

Aerial View of Sidney-by-the-Sea 

Set amid the natural beauty and unspoiled charm of the Saanich Peninsula, the vibrant
community of Sidney-by-the-Sea is the gateway to the BC Gulf Islands and the US
San Juan Islands. This bustling commercial hub of the Saanich Peninsula is blessed
with majestic views of the ocean and the Olympic and Cascade Mountain ranges.
Sidney is a tourist’s dream . . . a friendly port with modern marinas and a multitude of
unique galleries, gift stores, antique shops, restaurants, bakeries, and coffee bars. 
Sidney-by-the-Sea appeals to those who enjoy both seafaring excursions and land-based
adventures. There are many inlets and nearby islands, 3 K of publicly accessible
waterfront—including many beaches and great beachcombing—and several interesting
attractions in and around this pretty little resort town. Sidney enjoys a moderate
Mediterranean-type climate with year-round mild temperatures, low rainfall, and very
little snow. 

Historically, Sidney was a small farming community and the location of Vancouver
Island’s first flour mill. The heavily wooded forests of the region soon fostered sawmills
and a thriving lumber industry. 

The Saanich People have lived on the Saanich Peninsula for thousands of years prior to
contact with Europeans. The Hudson’s Bay Company obtained large tracts of forested
lands from the Saanich People in 1852. James Douglas purchased much of the land in
North Saanich in 1858; one year later William and Charles Reay became the first
settlers on the northern portion of the Saanich Peninsula when they purchased land
from the Hudson’s Bay Company. Some of this land is now the town of Sidney,
incorporated as a village on September 30, 1952. 

Sidney takes its name from nearby Sidney Channel and Sidney Island, originally known
as Sallas Island. Captain Richards of the survey ship Plumper renamed it Sidney Island
in 1859, after Fredrick William Sidney (later Captain), also a member of the Royal
Navy. The Saanich People knew the site as Tseteenus, meaning ‘”sticking out.” Susan and Dan have a great time fishing from this

old canoe. Even Simon the dog enjoys it!


